
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, October 5, 2016  

 
Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant 
Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
 
There was a quorum. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the Minutes 
of the September 1, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (DeFeo). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Skip Griffin – Western Little League.  Mr. Griffin, current president of the league, announced 
that there is enough electricity to put up lights on one of the fields.  There was a board meeting 
last month and they are interested in moving forward with lights.  He believes it will be Field 1 
but it is not official until the board decides.  This is Mr. Griffin’s last week as president but he 
will continue as vice president and follow up with this project with the new president.  In 
response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said there is no need to do a multi-phase project with 
baseball; it can be done as a single phase.  There is no need to upgrade Spring Street as was 
discussed in a previous meeting.  If this board approves, Mr. Lapreay will speak with Garry 
Brumback and Mark Sciota.  He noted that Western was next on the list of parks for lighting.  
Commissioner Romano asked if there was any provision for the 60/90 field for future lights.  Mr. 
Griffin said he gets the most calls to use that field but it doesn’t bring in funds for the league.  He 
also mentioned some Little League rule changes with regard to age which impacts field usage.  
The league understands how the financing would work with the town.  Chairman asked Mr. 
Griffin to keep in touch with Mr. Lapreay going forward with the lighting project. 
 
2. Dawn Miceli – “White Christmas in the Community”.   Mrs. Miceli said she and Rob Flood 
have been working on a proposal for several months to combine the two Christmas events that 
have been held each year in downtown Southington and in Plantsville, usually held on two 
separate nights, into a one-night event.  They brought the two groups together – Merchants of 
Downtown Southington and the Village of Plantsville Association.  Both groups agreed on 
Friday, December 2nd from 5:30 to 8:30.  The name of the event was voted on.  Businesses and 
residents along the route in both areas would be asked to display white lights to tie them 
together.  Mrs. Miceli put a deposit on a trolley that would be expected to run up and down Main 
Street, although she doesn’t have all the necessary approvals at this time.  The proposal also 
envisions hay rides along the linear trail using two tractors through Mark Ramsay.  More lighting 
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is needed.  Artificial trees with white lights and luminaries are being considered.  Generators 
would have to be rented (they are checking prices), and the Police Department has agreed to loan 
two spotlights.  A tent would be put up on each side for a family craft (Christmas ornament).  
They would also like to use the mobile stage in downtown Southington for music; they would 
need audio.  Both Southington and Plantsville would continue to have the usual events, such as 
Santa, tree lighting, etc. as they have in the past.  The Police Department still has to approve the 
use from a safety standpoint.  Need to know the lighting requirements.  Mrs. Miceli is scheduled 
to meet with Lt. Baribault after the Apple Harvest Festival is over.  She is also reaching out to 
the Fire Department and CERT team for volunteers. 
 
Board members thanked Mrs. Miceli for her efforts in this large undertaking.  They believe it is a 
great idea.  Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to move the project forward, seconded by 
Commissioner Romano.  Discussion followed on whether or not goats would be allowed on the 
Green.  This would need to be checked with Mark Sciota.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Mike Konopka – Southington Girls Softball.  Mr. Konopka just wanted to introduce himself as 
the president of the league.  Chairman commented on the great program.  Mr. Konopka said they 
are hoping to give opening day a little more flair.  He also thanked Mr. Manware for all the great 
work he does for the league. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay updated the board on programs.  Fall softball is underway.  There are 10 Men’s 
teams.  Unfortunately, only two Women’s teams were interested.  He secured a time slot on 
Thursday nights for them and they are happy with that.  Fall tennis is underway and is very 
popular; there are a lot of kids in the program.  Adapted Soccer for special needs will be held at 
Rec Park.  The instructor is very good with the kids and has a lot of experience.  Two new 
programs will be starting up:  Junior Bowling with Apple Valley Bowl for ages 6 to 16.  It will 
start in November and there is no limit to the number of participants.  Astronomy is another new 
program we will try; it is very popular in other towns.  It will be held in the lower level 
conference room at Town Hall.  Registration is open for Adult Men’s Basketball (games start in 
January) and Youth League registration for basketball and wrestling. 
 
Halloween in the Village is October 27th and the Halloween Festival at the drive-in is October 
29th. 
 
There have been no issues with bow hunting.  No deer have been taken as of yet.   
 
The issue with the sink hole near the football field lights as discussed at the last meeting has been 
resolved.  The contractor came back and fixed the damaged pipe that was the cause of the 
problem.  It was approved and the project is complete. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
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ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware gave his report.  The last couple of weeks were spent in preparation for the Apple 
Harvest Festival.  Winterization for both pools is complete.  Destruction of the concrete pad at 
Memorial was started today.  We are moving forward with the splash pad.  Some landscaping 
work was done around the Milldale School sign.  Discussion followed on the lights for the sign.  
Chairman spoke with Annette Turnquist about them.  It was agreed that Mr. Manware should go 
ahead and get decent solar lights.  Chairman commented that it really looks good.  As far as the 
clock, some pieces are missing and it may become a big expense to do anything with it but for 
now it is under wraps.  It is not a dead issue at this point.   
 
The department received a new truck (Ford F-350) replacing a 1995 Ford F-250.  Now that we 
have the vehicle replacement policy, we can start weeding out some of the older vehicles. 
 
Some time was spent with the playgrounds at Memorial and Rec Park.  We don’t use pesticides 
there so over time it gets overrun.  Some cutting was done.  The Orchard Valley Garden Club 
planted the oak behind the tennis court at Panthorn Park.  It came out nice. We did some 
mulching there. 
 
The train depot is closed for the season.  Mr. Manware did not have any numbers yet as to 
attendance. 
 
No Dumping signs were reinstituted on our open space in several areas because of complaints 
received.  We picked up another new open space area – Fern Drive off Old Turnpike.  There is a 
big circle that neighbors had taken care of for years but those people are older and can’t do it 
anymore.  It was added to our list. 
 
Annual mum plantings were done.  We received a complaint from a neighbor adjacent to 
Crescent Lake about people allowing their dogs to be unleashed when leaving.  We put some 
signs on the trees to remind people to leash their dogs.  A couple of incidents required police 
involvement.  There was a graffiti problem with the southern (Cheshire) end of the trail; we took 
care of it.  Another incident with a bench last month on Mill Street and a flag stolen off a flag 
pole at an Eagle Scout project. 
 
Mr. Manware met with Southington Veterans and was presented a plaque for Parks and 
Recreation – the first Green Light Award.  The plaque was passed around to the members. 
 
Mr. Manware said he spoke with Gale Zeil regarding the request approved at the last meeting to 
plant arborvitae.  She was very pleased.  It looks very nice. 
 
In response to a question about the Cheshire portion of the trail, Mr. Manware did not have 
anything official about when theirs would be open; some sections look ready but not all. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Galati.  Motion carried. 
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OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Ice Rink.  This was discussed at the last meeting.  It will remain the same for this year but 
hopefully next year we can go back to Memorial.  The liners don’t last long. 
 
2. Town & League Responsibilities and Master Plan.  We still need a list of the Park buildings. 
 
3. Park Warden.  At the last meeting it was decided not to pursue the issue.  There was no further 
news on the subject. 
 
4. Trash on the Trail.  Commissioner Galati said he is on the trail frequently and did not notice 
any issues.  The fence mentioned at the last meeting is a new fence. 
 
5. Goat Island Storage.  The building is pretty well cleaned out.  Hopefully after the festival 
some decisions can be made about what will be kept.  Chairman was happy to see that it is 
moving forward. 
 
6. League Subsidies.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said once the new fiscal year began 
the leagues received their subsidies. 
 
7. Miscellaneous.  Mr. Manware met with Brian Dunne of Southern Little League about their 
issues with the building.  Everything was thoroughly explained.  The water bill at Western was 
resolved.  They did a lot of sod work.  There was no evidence of a leak. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made by Commissioner 
Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried and 
meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


